Language arts 10
Hartland High School 2011-2012

Course description

This course is designed to assist students in developing their skills in literary analysis through written and oral means. We will explore the purpose and impact of novels, plays, short stories and poetry written throughout American history. This course also focuses on the writing process, vocabulary development and grammatical application skills. You will complete multiple writing assignments, including a formal research paper, throughout the year.
Books

The following books will be read during the course of the class:
· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
· Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· A Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger
· Book(s) of your choice for SSR (silent sustained reading)
Recommended materials

· 1 subject notebook

· 1 folder with 2 side pockets or a binder for staying organized

· Students are expected to come to class prepared with the necessary materials (books, folder, pencil, or pen)

Journals
In-class journal writing will be done on a regular basis and will be collected at the end of each marking period.  Students are responsible for completing all journals.  If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to complete the journal on their own time.  Journal prompts can be found on the class website. 

Projects
· Throughout the year we will be working on various projects.  For most projects (except for SSR), students will be given ample time in-class to complete work.  
Tardies, Absences, and Late Work

Tardies: Students are expected to be in their seats when class starts. Entering the classroom after class has started, without a pass, will count as a tardy. NO EXCEPTIONS. Be careful because excess tardies may result in loss of credit in the class (See student handbook)

Absences: If you have an excused absence, you will be given 1 day for each day that you are absent to make up your work (see student handbook) For example: if you are absent on Monday and return to school on Tuesday, your work will be due on Wednesday.

Late work: Late work will be accepted on most occasions. You will lose 20% for each day that your work is late. However, there will be certain assignments/papers that will have strict due dates. 

Grading Policy
Each card marking grade is based on a cumulative point total of all classroom assignments, homework, quizzes, and tests. 

Semester grades will be calculated using 30% for each card marking and 10% for the midterm/final

100-94 % = A



76-73 % = C

93-90 % = A-



72-70 % = C-

89-87 % = B+


69-67 % = D+

86-83 % = B



66-63 % = D

82-80 % = B-



62-60 % = D-

79-77 % = C+


59 % and below = E

Expectations 

I have high expectations of you as students.  The level and amount of work you are given may fluctuate depending on our assessment of your ability, but my expectation will never waver.  If you find that you are falling behind or failing to grasp concepts covered in class, please communicate this with me- DO NOT just give up. I am always willing to work with you to help you understand as well as improve your grade.  Your grade is a reflection of what you have earned.

To the Parents

While we may have different professions, you and I are both educators.  It is important that we work together to ensure our student is successful this year.  Please feel free to contact us at any time throughout the year.  E-mail is the best way to contact us as we are able to respond throughout the day.  If you do not have access to e-mail you may always call the school.  They will not transfer you to the room, as we are teaching, but will send you to my voicemail.  Please expect at least a day for a return call. We will also contact you if we feel there is an issue that we need to work together on.  Please fill out the attached form with your contact information.  By providing your email address, we will be able to provide you will regular emails regarding the class activities and assignments.  It also allows us the opportunity to communicate with you specifically regarding your student.

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Justine Jovanovski

(810) 626-2335

justinejovanovski@hartlandschools.us

Room 224
Class website: http://www.jjovanovski.weebly.com

Please detach and return this section
Language Arts 10
I, _______________, understand that this syllabus is a contract between Mrs. Jovanovski and me.  I also understand that rules and policies may change throughout the year.  Furthermore, the policies and rules covered in this syllabus are an extension of school and district policy and I am to follow all rules and regulations accordingly.  I also understand thatMrs. Jovanovski will always notify and explain any changes.  This signature is to verify that I have read and agree with the contents of this syllabus.  

Student Signature: ______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________

Home Phone_______________________       E-Mail Address______________________________

